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(2) Sensors must automatically acti-
vate the transmitter only under one or
more of the following conditions:

(i) Fire, explosion;
(ii) Flooding;
(iii) Collision;
(iv) Grounding;
(v) Listing, in danger of capsizing;
(vi) Sinking;
(vii) Disabled and adrift; and
(viii) Undesignated condition related

to ship safety.
(3) The ‘‘ROUTINE’’ DSC category

must be used.
(4) Communications must be selec-

tively addressed to an individual sta-
tion.

(5) Transmitter output power must
not exceed one watt.

(6) The call must employ a fixed for-
mat and must be in conformity with
Recommendation 493 as follows:
Format specifier: Individual call—symbol 120

sent twice.
Address: 9 digit maritime mobile service

identity of called station.
Category: Routine—symbol 100.
Self-identification: 9 digit ship station iden-

tity.
Message 1: Telecommand symbol 126 sent

twice.
Message 2: Telecommand symbol 126 sent 6

times.
End of sequence: Symbol 127.
Error-check character: Check sum.

(7) Such transmissions are permitted
only on channel 70 and the transmitter
must be inhibited automatically when-
ever there is another call in progress
on Channel 70.

(8) The call sequence for any one
alarm must not be repeated until after
an interval of at least five seconds.
Further repetition is permitted only
after intervals of at least fifteen min-
utes each. Repetitions following fif-
teen-minute waiting intervals must
not exceed three.

[54 FR 10008, Mar. 9, 1989, as amended at 62
FR 40305, July 28, 1997]

Subpart E—General Technical
Standards

§ 80.201 Scope.
This subpart gives the general tech-

nical requirements for the use of fre-
quencies and equipment in the mari-
time services. These requirements in-
clude standards for equipment author-

ization, frequency tolerance, modula-
tion, emission, power and bandwidth.

§ 80.203 Authorization of transmitters
for licensing.

(a) Each transmitter authorized in a
station in the maritime services after
September 30, 1986, except as indicated
in paragraphs (g), (h) and (i) of this sec-
tion, must be certificated by the Com-
mission for part 80 operations. The pro-
cedures for certification are contained
in part 2 of this chapter. Transmitters
of a model authorized before October 1,
1986 will be considered type accepted
for use in ship or coast stations as ap-
propriate.

(b) The external controls, of mari-
time station transmitters capable of
operation in the 156–162 MHz band and
manufactured in or imported into the
United States after August 1, 1990, or
sold or installed after August 1, 1991,
must provide for selection of only mar-
itime channels for which the maritime
station is authorized. Such transmit-
ters must not be capable of being pro-
grammed by station operators using
external controls to transmit on chan-
nels other than those programmed by
the manufacturer, service or mainte-
nance personnel.

(1) Any manufacturer procedures and
special devices for programming must
only be made available to service com-
panies employing licensed service and
maintenance personnel that meet the
requirements of § 80.169(a) and must not
be made available with information
normally provided to consumers.

(2) The channels preprogrammed by
manufacturers, service and mainte-
nance personnel for selection by the ex-
ternal controls of a maritime station
transmitter must be limited to those
channels listed in this part and the du-
plex channels listed in Appendix 18 of
the international Radio Regulations.
The duplex channels listed in Appendix
18 of the international Radio Regula-
tions must be used only in the specified
duplex mode. Simplex operations on
Appendix 18 duplex channels that are
not in accordance with this part are
prohibited.

(3) Programming of authorized chan-
nels must be performed only by a per-
son holding a first or second class ra-
diotelegraph operator’s certificate or a
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